The growing interest in isospin effects in nuclear reactions is motivated by an increasing awareness of the importance of the symmetry term in the nuclear equation of state, in particular for astrophysical applications. Supernova simulations or neutron star models require inputs for the nuclear equation of state at extreme values of density and asymmetry [1, 2, 3] . The demonstration in the laboratory of the effects of the symmetry term at abnormal densities is, therefore, an essential first step within a program aiming at gaining such information experimentally [4, 5] .
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Isotopic scaling, or "isoscaling", a phenomenon common to many different types of heavy ion reactions [6, 7, 8, 9] . is observed by comparing product yields from otherwise identical reactions with isotopically different projectiles or targets. It is constituted by an exponential dependence of the measured yield ratios R 21 (N, Z) on the neutron number N and proton number Z of the considered product, following the relation:
The data were obtained with INDRA at GSI, for the collisions of 12 C at 300 and 600 A.MeV on enriched targets of 112 Sn and 124 Sn [10] . Selected light isotopes (Z ≤ 5) were identified over the range of polar angles 45
• ≤ θ lab ≤ 176
• . For impact-parameter selection, the charged-particle multiplicity M C measured with the full detector was used. To reduce preequilibrium contributions, upper limits were set for hydrogen and helium isotopes. The ratios of the fragment yields measured for the two reactions obey the law of isoscaling, as illustrated in Fig. 1 . It shows the scaled isotopic ratios S(N ) = R 21 (N, Z)/exp(βZ) (the indices 1 and 2 denote the neutron poor and neutron rich system, respectively). Their slope parameters change considerably with impact parameter, extending from α = 0.62 to values as low as α = 0.25 for the most central event group at 600 MeV per nucleon (Fig. 2, top) . neutron and proton chemical potentials for the two systems, α = ∆µ n /T and β = ∆µ p /T . As shown e.g. in [6] , their connection with the symmetry term coefficient follows the relation
where Z i and A i are the charges and mass numbers of the two systems. Hence, with the knowledge of the temperature and the isotopic compositions, the coefficient γ of the symmetry term can be determined from isoscaling. Temperature estimates were obtained from the yields of 3,4 He and 6,7 Li isotopes, and the deduced T HeLi contains a correction factor 1.2 for the effects of sequential decay. The temperatures are quite similar for the two target cases and increase with centrality from about 6 MeV to 9 MeV (Fig 2, middle) . This rise does not compensate for the decrease of the isoscaling parameter α with centrality, which implies a decreasing symmetry term coefficient γ (Eq. (2)). Deduced symmetry term coefficients are near γ = 25 MeV for peripheral and γ < 15 MeV for central collisions.
